BIPOC Queer Religious Responses During the Height of HIV/AIDS in
the United States

Essential Question
Are Black church/Black activists among the forgotten leaders of the fight against HIV?

Lesson Overview:

This lesson focuses on the intersection of race, religion and sexuality within Black
communities at the height of the AIDS crisis. The “textbook” version of the fight against
AIDS focuses almost exclusively on the primarily white organization ACT UP. This lesson
presents primary source evidence on Black religious organizations fighting
HIV/AIDS-evidence rarely covered by major media sources. At the end of this lesson,
students should be able to explain why history should or should not include Black religious
organizations when describing the fight against AIDS.

After the teacher presents the historical context for AIDS, students will analyze primary
sources to assess how Black clerical and lay leaders of various religious traditions
addressed the sexually stigmatized AIDS epidemic particularly in poor communities of
color.

Learnin jectives for this1 n
1. Students will have a complex understanding of how Black religious institutions
responded and failed to respond during the AIDS epidemic of the 1980s.
2. Students will assess media coverage for bias in portraying or failing to portray the
activism within the Black community.
3. Students will have a more sophisticated understanding of how history documenting,
preserving, and telling can marginalize groups.

Common Core State Standards


https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Common%20Core%20State%20Standards.pdf

Primary Sources:

Document A The Balm in Gilead, Inc.

Document B AIDS Prayer Week

Document C The Victory Shall Be Ours

Document D There is a Balm in Africa1 & 2

Document E Upper Room AIDS Ministry

Document F AIDS Ministry Opens PWA Housing

Document G Gay Men of African Descent

Document H Marlon Riggs poem from documentary film, Tongues Untied (1989)
Document J Rashida Abdul-Khabeer (formerly Hassan) Interview
Document K Katrina Haslip [photo]

Document L Adodi [online newspaper article]

Resources:
Timeline of Key Events in the Early HIV/AIDS Crisis

Handouts: Groupl Group?2 Group3  Group4 Group 5

Procedures
Assign pre-class reading: newspaper articles (below), Timeline, and List of BIPOC AIDS
organizations.
Prep: Link to, upload, or print out primary sources and handouts.
Warm Up Activity:
List all the words that come to mind with the following words: Black Church,
activism, HIV, Black Muslim, Africa.
-OR-
Class Discussion on assigned articles— See suggested questions for discussion (below).
Class Activity
e Divide class into five small groups and give each group a set of primary sources and
handout. Give approximately 12-15 minutes for small group discussion.
e After groups explore the primary sources and discuss the handout questions, they
report back to the group on the suggested theme.
Writing assignment - suggested topic below


http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0103099/
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/teaching-resources/timeline-events-hiv
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%201%20Balm%20in%20Gilead.pdf
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%202%20Balm%20of%20Gilead%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%203%20Black%20Muslim-1.pdf
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%204%20Upper%20Room.pdf
https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%205%20Africa.pdf

Assigned Readings before class:

Selected List of AIDS Organizations with religious queer and /or BIPOC focus
“Reluctantly, Black Churches Confront AIDS;

https: /www.nytimes.com /1991 /11 /18 /nvregion /reluctantly-black-ch
urches-confront-aids.html

“A New Antagonist for AIDS;

https: /www.nvtimes.com /1996 /12 /01 /nyregion /a-new-antagonist-f
or-aids.html?sec=health&scp=5&sq=Preston+R.+Washington%2C+NY&
st=cse

“Whither the Black Church on HIV/AIDS?)

https: /www.washingtonpost.com /local /whither-the-black-church-o

n-hivaids /2012 /07/20/g]JQAcB3syW _story.html

Opening Classroom Discussion:

1. Compare the list of Black organizations dealing with AIDS with the focus of the
NYTimes articles. Did mainstream media over-represent the problems of Black
Churches in dealing with HIV/AIDS instead of covering Black organizations and
creative solutions? Support your opinion with evidence from the readings. What
additional information would you like to have before settling on an opinion? How do
primary sources evoke further questions? Compare this in your own mind with how
a textbook version might look and sound.

2. Consider how the “first hand accounts” within the 2012 Washington Post article are
selected, edited, and framed. What stands out to you about the
reporter/writer/editor’s framing of the article?

Suggested Writing Assignment:
Why should today’s lesson focus on the role of Black churches, African spirituality,
or Islam to understand the HIV/AIDS crisis in America? Is it or isn’t it a relevant
perspective?


https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Selected%20List%20of%20AIDS%20Organizations.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/1991/11/18/nyregion/reluctantly-black-churches-confront-aids.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1991/11/18/nyregion/reluctantly-black-churches-confront-aids.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/12/01/nyregion/a-new-antagonist-for-aids.html?sec=health&scp=5&sq=Preston+R.+Washington%2C+NY&st=cse
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/12/01/nyregion/a-new-antagonist-for-aids.html?sec=health&scp=5&sq=Preston+R.+Washington%2C+NY&st=cse
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/12/01/nyregion/a-new-antagonist-for-aids.html?sec=health&scp=5&sq=Preston+R.+Washington%2C+NY&st=cse
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/whither-the-black-church-on-hivaids/2012/07/20/gJQAcB3syW_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/whither-the-black-church-on-hivaids/2012/07/20/gJQAcB3syW_story.html

Group 1 Balm in Gilead; AIDS Prayer Week

HANDOUT 1

REPORT OUT: What inhibited, ignited, or muffled the Black Christian

church responses to AIDS?

The Balm in Gilead

An Organization Dedicated to Healing the African American Comm
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On February 28, 1994, leaders from the
Black Church congregated in
Washington, D.C. to sign a “Declaration
of War on HIV/AIDS.” The document
called upon the Black community to
end the “scourge of AIDS in our time”

Citation:: “The Balm of Gilead, Inc.,
Susan M. Chambré Research Files on
Volunteer AIDS Organizations, Yale
University Manuscripts and Archives
MS 2054 Box 9 Folder 4.


https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%201%20Balm%20in%20Gilead.pdf
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By EMILY TORGAN

Last Thursday mght, a mulira-
cal crowd of ncarly 500 people
clappad and swayed © the

more hopeful than sorrowful. The
evening. the fiftheventin the Harlem
Week of Prayer for the Healing of
AIDS, had done much 10 reach the
cpmﬂ:pl—-h&mglhcm
that has decpened the discase’s rav-

Afterthe concert, Pernessa Seele,
founder and CEO of the fourth an-
nual week of prayer, mounted the
pulpit and addressed the crowd in
the Southern Baptist styke she knew
a5 achild

“We mast throw ofT the garments
of fear.” Secke cried out, receiving
“amens” snd thunderons applanse.
“We musi take off racism,

ia and internalized rac-
ism. . .. Without further ado, let the

healing begmn.
_Thcmwdsmdanidqlpad

Secle, vice president of Harlem
Charches for Community Improve-

passien under the mantle of religion
w help a minory communily
strcken by AIDS.

uves for organizing the week of
prayer, which kicked off Sept. 27
with a Boy's Choir of Harlem con-
cert and finished Sunday with an
address by Faye Watleton, the
former Planned Parent-

10 se¢ 21 7 HIV-posiuve people com-
ing out and comlorting cach other.”
said Barfield.
Churches of five Christan faiths
and one mosque hosted the pro-
grams; four of the seven events Lok
place in West Side churches, and
over 1,000 people parucipated.
Seele says she was chosen by a

demic devastate the black and Latino
communmitics, she knew (here was 4
desperate need for leadership.
Recognizing thal the pawer cen-
ters of the impoverished black and
Lating communities were the
churches, Seele turned to the clergy.
Still, she realized that many of the
means of transmitting and prevent-
ing AIDS, such as ho-

hood leader and current mosexual inlercourse,
1alk-show hostess. A 5 drug use and condoms,
T g te Many announced in public Fre M church
an, m a ew .
Yorker. Ine lost 17| for the first time that that s e
: = cal stance,” said Secle.
s o0 | had tested positive for the | Ty wersipposdo
HIV-positive people in : p
e LB e
panics disproportion- shipin there.™
ueiya;l‘i:rm‘ higlupowmhnpkmﬂﬂc"uk “Bl.il evemuﬁ!y,“ mrftinqed
Besides the concert, service and  of prayer, bul her personaireligious Seele, “AIDS brought the situation

Wanleton’s speech, the week of
prayer included a seminar on spiri-
tual and physical therapy, a work-
shop on bridging gaps between
medicine and religion, a discussion
on volunteerism and a youth

Pauline Barfield, a spokesper-
son for Seele, called the seminar on
Wwwﬁmy mov-
ing

“This 15 a very macho commu-
nity, where AIDS carries a massive

~ stigma, and it was really

faith, education and work experi-
ence also propelled her.

Brought up religious in South
Carolina, Seele holds a B.S. from
Clark Collegeandan M.S. inimmu-
nology from Atlania University.
Seele worked as a drug addiction
program administrator for Harlem
Hospital, asan AIDS consultant for
the Narcotic Drug and Research In-
stitute, and was the first AIDS coor-
dinator for Interfaith Medical

home, because many people the
churches loved were dying. The
AIDS crisis, which started as taboo,
had 10 be dealt with effectively. It
wasn't enough 10 be moved — the
churches had to be moved o ac-

tion.”

Many of the people Secle brought
together for the week of prayer meant
action

Beny Primm, M.D., director of
the Office of Treatment Improve-
ment in Washington, D.C., came 0
tell Tuesday s audience the rampant

AIDS Prayer Week: West Side Churches Spread the Healing

spread of AIDS was the cumulaive
effeet of vast social problems.

“Thas 1s adisease of poverty, and
we need a social carthquake 10 real
it,” said Primm, who cxplamed the
connections between substance
abuse, AIDS and tberculosis, a very
contagious respiratory disease that
kills AIDS patients and can infect
the healthy.

Primm urged the clergy to see
AIDS resulung from poor quality-
of-life conditions, to treat the m-
fected compassionately, and 1o push
for better public health services.
Primm told church officials that stay-
ing informed about health problems
was vital, as the average woman
with AIDS lives 11 months and the
average man 14. If treatment begins
carly, said Primm, lives may be pro-
longed and the transition from life
10 death may be eased.

Faye Wattleton also attacked so-
cial conditions, calling AIDS aplight
of race and class. Wattleton asked
why black and Latino women were
19 percent of the country’s female
population and 73 percent of the
country’s women-with-AIDS popu-
lation. A preacher’s daughter,
‘Wattleton said she saw the vital link
between spinitual involvement and
AIDS, but she pleaded with the com-
munity not o count on divine nter-
vention to protect its health.

Afterward, Waulewn, who re-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19
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In 1992, The Westsider published an article about The Balm in Gilead’s annual prayer for healing.
Hundreds of people congregated to commemorate those who died from AIDS. This was the fourth
iteration of the annual event. Seele spoke at the event and spoke about the intersection of faith and

medicine.

Citation: Emily Torgan, “AIDS Prayer Week: Westside Churches Spread the Healing,” found in Susan M. Chambré
Research Files on Volunteer AIDS Organizations, Yale University Manuscripts and Archives MS 2054 Box 9

Folder 4.



Group 2 Balm of Gilead Annual Report, 2003 HANDOUT 2

REPORT OUT: One of the major non-profit organizations fighting
AIDS used a Biblical expression for its name. Why would they?

FRO M F

» U N D ER L

THE VICTORY
SHALIL BE OURS!

iy Dear Family:

s year, The Balm In Gilead ack ledges the Jinary work that churches are
in Black communities everywhere to address the devastation of HIV/AIDS. We cel-
the outpouring of compassion, care and services that churches in the United States,
ribbean and Africa are providing as they embrace their Christian responsibility to
ad s the suffering in Black communities worldwide due to HIV/AIDS.
" The Balm In Gilead invites
AIDS education, pre or r
_\. worsening in our

1s that have not ed the crusade for
now! The epidemic
ized ourselves to
and our men
eral “don’t care”

Pernessa C. Seele
~ Founder/CEO,
The Balm In Gilead

An introductory message from the founder of The Balm in Gilead, Pernessa Seele, in the
organization’s annual report. Written in 2003, Seele implored all Black religious traditions to combat
stigma around AIDS and to aid the afflicted.

Citation: Balm of Gilead, Inc., Annual Report, Susan M. Chambré Research Files on Volunteer AIDS
Organizations, Yale University Manuscripts and Archives MS 2054 Box 9 Folder 4.


https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%202%20Balm%20of%20Gilead%20Annual%20Report.pdf

Religious leaders of
Cote d'Ivoire jointly
cuihored a proclama-
o to address AIDS in
ticir country,

y
“itrayer 2003

The Balm In Gilead’s
‘ Africa HIV/AIDS Faith
Initiative gets faith
leaders of all back-
grounds mobilized and
working together to
fight the pandemic.

The Balm In Gilead established a fransatlantic partnership befween African and African
American religious leaders to effecively address the AIDS pandemic among Black peo-
ple worldvide. The Balm In Gilead's Afica HIV/AIDS Faith Ifistive s cimed af bulkd
ing the capacity of faith organizatons in Cote doire, Nigeria, Tanzanic, Zimbobwe
and Kenya fo become effective forces in AIDS prevention, service delvery, dismantling
the sfigma of AIDS and providing support for children orphaned by AIDS.

Continued on next page

anzATIA
(g porers in Tanzania were eqger
gl S0 4, and with good reaso
pccordin 1o UNAIDS, of the 1.5 mj
o i'ected with HIV.in Tanzania,
iioncf them are between the ages of 1
ond 9. 1S estimated that from 1990 o
2010, AIDS will have increased the death
ote by more than 50 percent. More than
11 milion children under the age of 15
yeors are orphaned to AIDS.

The situation in Tanzania is grim, but
religious leaders are anxious fo do some-
fing to turn back the clock on this epi-
demic Most people in Tanzania live in
ol  <as and the church is the most
power'| insftufion affecting. their lives,
The ¢/ - ch has the potential to make a:
hoge - pact in the fight against HIV/AIDS
inthe cuntry, and that's why prominent
relgic -+ leaders from all over the region
came |- Dodoma for the Chrisfian Council
of Tonzania's Bishops!  Consulfafion.
Bishoy <, reverends, sisters, doctors, @

member of Parfiomeny,

‘denominations have come
fogether ecumenically fo
talk about HIV/AIDS edu-
cation. Tanzanian Prime
Minister Frederick Tirway Sumaye nofed,
"Three HIV-positive people were idenified in
1993, and foday there are 2 million. We
are all fighting against  common enemy.”
The government recently organized a faith
groups' consuliation that emphasized the
need for pastoral as well as physical care.

Sumaye thanked The Balm In Gilead
intensely for showing their commitment.
"Our government welcomes your efforts and
human and material resources. Victory is
cerfain if we join hands together.”

Ziv ABWE

According fo UNAIDS, Zimbabwe is one of
the couniries worst affected by HIV/AIDS in
e vorld, ranked second only fo Bolswana:
vih e highest HIV.prevalence on the con-
finent. More than 2,000 people die each
cay of AIDS. It is projected that in the next
decode, 45 percent of all the children in the
@unirywill be orphaned by AIDS - and half
o hese orphans will be HIV. positive. The
Zinbobwe Widows & Orphans Trust
(26O, formed in 1996, was established

| " osist griefstricken and offen desfifute

¥idows and orphans, Because HIV/ADS
s *pread ot alarming rafes in the region in
belast decadl, the membership has grown
o a handfl o many thousands:

Yeek of prayer 2003

It's clear the faith-based community.
wanfs fo do more in the fight against
HIV/AIDS. The Balm In Gilead, in parfner-
ship with the Zimbabwe Council of Churches
and the Zimbabwe Episcopal Conference,
met for an all-day session ot the
Chishawasha Seminary oufside of Harare,
to discuss the theological aspect of
HIV/AIDS work. A sfrong foundation was
built as a result of this meefing and further
falks with religious Jeaders. The church is
anxious fo use their voice fo furn back the
tide of devasiation from this disease and fo
partner with their African American brothers

and sisfers.
Continued on next page

The Prime Minister of
Tanzania greets the Balm In
Gilead's Joyce Moon Howard.

Bishop Muchabaiwa, President of
Zimbabwe Catholic Conference,
speaks at the summit on HIV/AIDS.

7l

In The Balm of Gilead’s 2003 annual report, the organization detailed its AIDS work in Nigeria, Cote
D'lvoire, Tanzania and Kenya. The organization created and used interfaith networks to engender

systems of support.
Citation: Balm of Gilead, Inc., Annual Report, Susan M. Chambré Research Files on Volunteer AIDS

Organizations, Yale University Manuscripts and Archives MS 2054 Box 9 Folder 4.



Group 3 Katrina Haslip, Bibashi HANDOUT 3

REPORT OUT: Explain potential for bias in using Primary Sources

Katrina Haslip, a devout Muslim and a formerly incarcerated
person at Bedford Hills Correctional Facility, demonstrated with
AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power (ACT UP) outside the Health
and Human Services building to protest the federal
government's omission of women from clinical trials.

Citation: Katrina Haslip [photo] Susan M. Chambré Research Files on

Volunteer AIDS Organizations, Yale University Manuscripts and
Archives, MS 2054, Box 4 Folder 7.

Bibashi, Founded in 1985 by Rashida Hassan, Bibashi was the first African-American

organization in the United States to address the AIDS crisis.

Rashida Hassan “Malcolm X” Speech, 1986 [Abbreviated Excerpt]

“I know some of you may be offended by the fact that [ would say anything against
the Philadelphia AIDS Task Force, but I think what is important to understand is,
That is where the resources are and our people, minority-- those differing
comparatively to the population— have the right to be educated, have the right to
have resources committed, have the right to stand here with you and say that we

are dying from this disease and YOU are making it OUR disease.


https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%203%20Black%20Muslim-1.pdf

Group 4 Upper

Room

HANDOUT 4

REPORT OUT: What newspapers covered the Black organizations and

churches that fought AIDS? Consider how history necessarily
generalizes complicated realities. What got left out?

The Upper Room AIDS Ministry
[URAM], a nonprofit, Harlem-
based organization roviding direct
physical and spiritual support to
homeless people with AIDS, rang

Rev. Ella Eure-Eaton Joins The U

Health Crisis which recently aired
on cable television,

As the coordinator of URAM's
Ppastoral care services, Rev. Eaton’s
responsibilities include bereave-
ment counseling to both individual

in the new year with the hiring of its

first full-time chaplain, Rev. Ella

Eure-Eaton.

Rev. Eaton is an ordained minis-
ter in the Church of Truth and
holistic spiritual counselor who re-
ceived her Clinical ra!torll Educa-
tion [CPE] training at Bellevue and

St. Luke’s/Roosevelt hospitals,

She's a graduate of North Carolina
Central University, [Durham, N.C]
with a B.A. degree in music,

Rev. Eaton has served as a pasto-
ral counselor to Ppeople with AIDS
and their families since 1981, was
recently cited by the Department of
Corrections at Bayview Correc-
lional Facility for her work in their
AIDS support group. This con-
erned minister is featured in
Thinking About Death,” a docu-
lentary producedby the Gay Men’s

clients as well as support groups;
the training and direction of “bud-
dies” from Harlem congregations

Giise

Rev.Ella Eure-Eaton

toprovide home and hospital visits,
companionship, emotional support
and household assistance; and the
coordination of the quarterlyweek-
end retreats which provide clients
with spiritual, social and recre-
ational activities outside of the city.

Thismulti-talented minister is also

agreat concert singer having sung
with boththe Metropolitan and City
Opera companies, and she’s ap-
peared  on Broadway |n
“Treemonisha,” “Porgy and Bess"
and “Trumpets of the Lord,”

Wheri I asked her how she got this
position she replied, “I came to
The Upper Room to confirm what
everyone there already knows in
his or her own heart: that because
God loves us all, we must join to-
gether to address our existing con-
ditions, going straight to the spirit
as the originator of new forms and
new conditions.”

Rev. Eaton further revealed that
she had been ministering to cancer
patients, AIDS patients and home-
less people since 1981, using her

is pri i Room AIDS Ministry,
This primary source details the work of Upper : ; g
out 01; the CZtholic Worker movement. (The Catholic Worker movement was not affiliated with the Catholic

. B . to
Church or any specific religious tradition.) Important figures like Rev. Ella Eure-Eaton provided succor

PWAs, both through material and spiritual support.

LBy
- Lady
- Peathena *;

pner Room AIDS Ministry

own monies to buy foods, clothing
and necessary items for them.
“People heard about what 1 was
doing and sent me monies to con-
tinue doing this,” she explained, “I
wasawilling vessel, God trained me
for this mission and took away the
fear. I was raised to be
nonjudgemental and as I work with
these AIDS patients I see myself
standing in proxy for Christ,”

“I asked myself how would Jesus
respond,” she said. “In the Holy
Scriptures, Jesus Christ never asked
people how they got sick, he just
healed them.”

Thisspirit-filled minister expressed
her hope that URAM receives full
funding for her position. “This com-

Big Red News...Feb. 1 - 7,1992..13

munity is filled with people desper-
ately in need of spiritual support
and The Upper Room is filling an
essential pastoral role in Harlem
thathasbeenvacant for far too long
for people with AIDS. It is critical
thatmy position be fully funded not
only for my own benefit, but more
importantly, for the benefit of
people who are struggling against
the dual epidemics of poverty and
HIV.”
It you would like to support the
work of The Upper Room by mak-
ing a financial contribution or vol-
unteering please call (212) 491-
9000, or write to The Upper Room
AIDS Ministry, 207 W. 133 Street,
New York, N.Y. 10030,

an AIDS service organization which grew

e wms .
Citation: Lady Peachena, “Rev. Ella Eure-Eaton Joins the Upper Room AIDS Ministry, Flg R.ed News, Fepr:;aazd
17,1992 . Susan M. Chambré Research Files on Volunteer AIDS Organizations, Yale University Manuscrip

Archives, MS 2054, Box 9 Folder 10.


https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%204%20Upper%20Room.pdf

Citation: Avril McDonald, “AIDS
Ministry Launches PWA Housing
Program,” NYQ, December 1, 1991,
Susan M. Chambré Research Files
on Volunteer AIDS Organizations,
Yale University Manuscripts and
Archives, MS 2054, Box 9 Folder
10.



Group 5 Gay Men of African Descent, Adodi, Marlon Riggs
HANDOUT 5

REPORT OUT: Did white media miss the “pulse” of African heritage

in how it chose to report on Black churches and AIDS?

Gay Men of African Descent (GMAD)

Following the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the constitutionality of state sodomy laws (1986),
Rev. Charles Angel and Colin Robinson, founded Gay Men of African Descent (GMAD), protesting the
ruling.

Citation: New York Public Library’s exhibit: “GMAD at 25: History in Words and Images”


https://lgbtqreligiousarchives.org/media/page/teaching-resources/bipoc-religion-aids-lesson-plan/Handout%205%20Africa.pdf

ADODI

Adodi, a Philadelphia-based group that organized retreats for Black gay men starting in
1983, took its name from the plural of ado, a Yoruba word to describe “a man who ‘loves’
another man. The ADODI of the tribe were revered as shamans, elders, and wise men. They

were thought to embody both male and female ways of being and held pride of place in
Yoruba society.

[from Adodi website]
ADODI's HERITAGE
(Established in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1986)

Our 23rd Year!
ADODI, the plural of ADO,

is a Yoruba word that describes a man who "loves" another man.
More than just a description of partners in Africa, the ADODI
of the tribe are thought to embody both male and female ways
of being and were revered as shamans, sages and leaders.

Who is ADODI?

ADODI is a community of men of color who affirm their
African lineage and love of men. Our purpose is to foster and
encourage the self-discovery, validation, empowerment and

liberation of all members of our diverse community.
Remember, Each One Reach One

Share The Experience:
1) Forward a Link To Other Bruthaz
About Our Archive and e-Newsletters
2) Invite and Bring Other Bruthaz To Our Gatherings

in Brooklyn, New York
www.ADODIintl.org

Citation: “ADODI New York | Habari Gani e-Newsletter Archive Homepage”

http: / archive.constantcontact.com/fs065 /1101859413381 /archive /1102432339232.ht
ml. Viewed 01-06-23.


https://www.aaihs.org/cosmological-queerness-across-the-yoruba-diaspora/
https://www.aaihs.org/cosmological-queerness-across-the-yoruba-diaspora/

Marlon Riggs’ Poem

Poem from documentary film about Black gay men, Tongues Untied (1989) by Black gay
filmmaker Marlon Riggs. Riggs documented the devastation of his community by AIDS and
concluded the film with this poem.

[ listen to the beat of my heart,

let this primal pulse lead me,
though lately I've lived with another rhythm.
At first, I thought just time passing. But I discovered a time bomb
ticking in my blood.
Faces, friends disappear.
[ watch.
[ wait.
[ watch.
[ wait.
I listen
for my own
quiet
implosion.
But while I wait,
older, stronger rhythms resonate within me,
sustain my spirit, silence the clock.
Whatever awaits me, this much I know:
I was blind to my brother’s beauty, and now I see

my own.

Citation: Poem quoted in Daniel Royles, “Black Gay History and the Fight Against AIDS,* The
Weekly Challenger, Dec. 28, 2017.



http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0103099/
https://theweeklychallenger.com/black-gay-history-and-the-fight-against-aids/

